Status of hepatocellular cancer in Europe.
Hepatocellular cancer (HCC) accounts for 47,000 deaths per year in Europe and the incidence is expected to increase over the next 10-15 years. The highest incidence is found in Southern Europe, mainly attributable to chronic hepatitis C infection. The most widely used staging system used is the Barcelona-Clinic Liver Cancer (BCLC) classification according to which, 30-40% patients are suitable for potentially curative therapies including transplantation, resection or ablative therapy while the remainder are offered palliative therapy with transarterial therapy, systemic therapy or supportive care. Here we review the indications and outcomes of these interventions as applied to the European population.